
LaBella Associates, D.P.C. Rochester Housing Authority March 2024 

Project No. 2240848 26 Weld Street Hazardous Material Removal  

 

 

REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL OF UNIVERSAL WASTE AND 

FLOURESCENT LAMPS 

028700- 1 

 
 

SECTION 028700 – REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL OF UNIVERSAL WASTE AND FLUORESCENT 

LAMPS 

 

PART 1 GENERAL 

A. Description Of Work 

1. This specification covers the removal and disposal of Universal waste, including 

fluorescent lamps, high-intensity discharge (HID) lamps, mercury thermostats and 

switches, batteries, and pesticides (not PCB lighting ballasts).  Removed or replaced 

mercury thermostats shall be recycled as per current NYS DEC regulations, instead of 

disposal as Universal Waste.  Demolition and removal of materials shall be as required to 

support the work. 

B. Submittals 

1. Before Start of Work: Submit the following to the Owner's Representative for review.  Do 

not start work until these submittals are returned with Owner's Representative's approval. 

a. Copy of State or local license for hazardous waste hauler; 

b. Certification of at least one on-site supervisor which has satisfactorily completed the 

OSHA 40 Hour Health and Safety Course for Handling Hazardous Materials; 

c. Certificates of workers which have successfully completed at least the OSHA 40-

Hour Health and Safety Course for Hazardous Materials; 

d. Certificates of workers which have successfully completed the required employee 

training for universal waste or appropriate type of training to the type of wastes being 

managed; 

e. Schedule of start and finish times and dates for this work; 

f. Name and address of the universal waste handler or a destination facility where the 

waste materials is to be treated, deposited or recycled in accordance with all 

regulatory requirements (include contact person and telephone numbers), if the 

universal waste meets the definition of hazardous waste, the name and address of the 

hazardous waste treatment, storage and disposal (TSD) facility, the name and 

address of the mercury thermostat recycling collection site; 

g. Material Safety Data Sheets for all materials requiring removal; 

h. If Contractor introduces any chemical into the work environmental, a MSDS for that 

chemical is required before use; 

i. Contingency Plan for handling emergency spills or leaks; 

j. Provide a copy of the NYS DEC Part 364 Waste Transporter permit for Universal 

Waste Transporters that transport more than 500 pounds of universal waste in a 

single shipment since they must be a permitted waste transporter;   

k. Large Quantity Handlers of universal waste must provide documentation of 

notification to the EPA and/or the appropriate local government agency in advance 

of its intentions to transport the waste and receive from the facility or provide an 

EPA identification number prior to exceeding 5,000 kilograms of waste on-site; 

l. Provide a record of all universal waste shipments received and sent offsite from the 

project. 

C. Definitions 

1. Large Quantity Handler (LQH) of Universal Waste shall be a waste handler who 

accumulates 5,000 kilograms or more of universal waste (batteries, pesticides, thermostats, 

or lamps, calculated collectively) at any time.  This designation as a large quantity handler 
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of universal waste is retained through the end of the calendar year in which 5,000 kilograms 

(11,000 pounds) or more total of universal waste is accumulated.  The LQH shall notify the 

EPA, acquire or co-ordinate with a facility regarding an EPA identification number, and 

provide records for each shipment.  The LQH shall ensure all employees are thoroughly 

familiar with proper waste handling and emergency procedures, relative to their 

responsibilities during normal facility operations and emergencies. 

2. Small Quantity Handler of Universal Waste (SQH) shall be a waste handler who does not 

accumulate 5,000 kilograms (11,000 pounds) or more of total universal waste (batteries, 

pesticides, thermostats, or lamps, calculated collectively) at any time. 

3. Destination Facility shall be a facility that legitimately and can legally accept universal 

waste from offsite so that the universal waste can be treated, disposed, or recycled in 

accordance with the regulatory requirements. 

4. Universal Waste Transporter shall be anyone who transports universal waste.  In New York, 

universal waste transporters that transport greater than 500 pounds of universal waste in a 

single shipment must be a permitted hazardous waste transporter pursuant to Federal and 

State regulations.  Proper notification with the receiving handler agreeing to receive the 

shipment is required by the Universal Waste Transporter. 

5. Universal Waste consists of the following discarded materials, as identified in 6 NYCRR 

374-3: Fluorescent light bulbs high-intensity discharge (HID) lamps, mercury thermostats 

and switches, batteries, and pesticides.  Removed or replaced mercury thermostats must be 

delivered to a designated mercury thermostat collection site as per current NYC DEC 

regulations.  Disposal of mercury thermostats in a solid waste management facility is 

prohibited.  PCB ballasts/capacitors from light fixtures shall not be treated as universal 

waste, they shall be handled and disposed of as hazardous waste.   

PART 2 PRODUCTS 

A. Materials 

1. Polyethylene Sheet: A single polyethylene film in the largest sheet size possible to 

minimize seams, 6.0 mil thick, clear, frosted, or black. 

2. Duct Tape: Provide duct tape in 3" widths, witty an adhesive which is formulated to stick 

aggressively to sheet polyethylene. 

3. Spray Cement: Provide spray adhesive in aerosol cans which is specifically formulated to 

stick tenaciously to sheet polyethylene. 

4. Disposal Bags: Provide 6 mil thick leak-tight polyethylene bags. 

5. Labels: As required by the EPA and OSHA for handling, transportation, and disposal of 

hazardous waste. 

6. Drums: Recovery or salvage drums acceptable for disposal of hazardous waste. Prior 

approval of drums is required. Drums or containers must meet the required OSHA EPA 

(40 CFR Parts 264265 and 300), and DOT regulations (49 CFR Parts 171-178). Use of 

damaged drums will not be allowed. 

PART 3 EXECUTION 

A. Universal Waste 

1. Employee training shall ensure that all employees are thoroughly familiar with proper 

waste handling and emergency procedures, relative to their responsibilities during normal 

operations and emergencies and to the type of waste they are handling.  

2. Mercury thermostats shall be segregated from other Universal Wastes to allow for required 

recycling. 
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3. Once the properly labeled containers holding the universal waste have been filled and 

sealed, they shall be stored in designated accumulation areas as agreed upon by the Owners 

Representative and Contractor.  They shall not be allowed to store in transportation 

vehicles, or onsite for more than one year from when the waste has been generated. 

4. Documentation when a universal waste in storage was first accumulated shall be provided.  

This is to be done by dating and labeling the waste with the date of the earliest accumulation 

that can document the length of time the universal waste has been accumulated. 

5. Maintenance of an inventory system on-site that identifies the earliest date that any 

universal waste in a group of universal waste items or a group of containers of universal 

waste became a waste was received. 

6. Any waste developed from the work that exhibits one or more characteristics of hazardous 

waste, that are not specifically identified by EPA and DEC as Universal Waste, must be 

handled accordingly and not as a universal waste. See the Hazardous Waste Disposal 

Specification for those wastes. 

B. Off-Site Shipment of Universal Waste 

1. Off-Site shipments shall meet the requirements for offsite shipments and is prohibited from 

sending or taking universal waste to a place other than a designated universal waste handler 

or a universal waste destination facility. 

2. LQH’s of universal waste must notify EPA in writing and develop an EPA identification 

number or co-ordinate with the facility regarding use of their EPA identification number, 

prior to exceeding 5,000 kilograms of universal waste onsite. 

3. SQH’s do not need to notify EPA, receive an EPA identification number or keep records 

of shipments of universal waste. 

4. LQH’s must keep a record of all universal waste shipments received or sent offsite, and 

must retain those records for at least three years from the date of receipt or shipment. 

Records may include invoices, manifests, logs, bills or lading, or other shipping documents. 

5. The Contractor shall provide certified copies of all receipts obtained from designated 

mercury thermostat recycling collection sites within 30 days of thermostat acceptance by 

collection site. 

6. The Contractor shall furnish all certified copies of manifests (interim storage and final 

disposal) within regulatory requirements.  Within 30 days from acceptance of the waste by 

the disposal facility, the Contractor shall provide the Owner with Certificate of Disposal 

documents, as a requirement for final payment. 

 

 

END OF SECTION 02 87 00 


